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Pasadena City College 

 
Department of Psychology 

 
Course: PSYC 21: Developmental Psychology: The Child     Spring -  2018 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Class Meeting:  Tuesday & Thursday      Location:  Pasadena City College   Room: E 217 
      
Time:   10:30 – 11:55 am  CRN: #35825 

 
Instructor:   Elijah Levy, Ph.D.  I can be reached at my cell phone number (562) 230-3334 anytime.    
 
If you anticipate being absent or miss class for an emergency, please contact me to make arrangements for assignments.  I can be 
reached at the university through the following email address:  elevy1@pasadena.edu   or at my personal email address: 
crazyhorse825@yahoo.com    
 
I have been an adjunct faculty at University of Redlands since 1992 teaching in the undergraduate and graduate school of business.  I 
also teach psychology courses to undergraduate students at Southern California University of Health Sciences in Whittier.   I am the 
director of The Levy Launch, a consulting office providing corporate training  and I publish literature on the American Mosaic, The 
Philosophical and Cultural Foundations of Heroism, Comparative World Religions, Creative Aging and How to Lead a Value Driven 
Life. For the last 20 years, I have been the director of Founders Outreach, a nonprofit center supporting the mentally ill through 
psychosocial rehabilitation programming.  Lastly, I published a text titled “You, Me and Them” which covers intercultural awareness, 
bias reduction, tolerance and cultural diversity.  I will refer students to my website: www.thelevylaunch.com to download articles when 
necessary during the course.  In 2007, a colleague and I filmed a documentary on schizophrenia and mental illness titled “Beyond the 
Shadow of Mental Illness and I’ve written a book of poetry titled “Crisis in Meaning” and edited an anthology of poetry written by the 
mentally ill titled “Pages Left to Turn: Poetry by Restless Minds” 

 
Text:  Child Development: An Active Learning Approach  3rd Edition  Authors: Laura Levine & Joyce Munsch   
 
APA writing guideline – an abbreviated document reviewing APA format is posted on my website for your review. 
 
Course Description:   
 
This course will provide you with an overview of the basic principles in development from prenatal to adolescent. We will review 
trends in contemporary research on physical, intellectual, emotional, and social development from birth up-to adolescence and the 
impact of the interaction of these various aspects of development upon the individual as a whole. Major issues examined in this course 
include the relation of nature to nurture, of genes to environment, of the developing individual to the changing social context, and of 
mental health to school performance. We will begin with the history of developmental psychology, and research methodologies.  We 
will discuss the contexts in which children live, with a particular focus on family, peers, and the larger cultural context.  Further, we will 
examine physical, cognitive, and socio-emotional development with consideration of the cultural context. 
 
Course Objectives:   
 
In this course students will: 
 
1. Summarize principles of growth and development 
 
a. Explain the principles of growth and development. 
b. Understand how development in any one domain impacts development in other domains. 
c. Analyze how specific factors (e.g., those related to prior experiences, classroom grouping practices, stress, family life, nutritional and 
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physical status, etc.) may affect individuals in one or more developmental domains. 
d. Recognize factors affecting the physical growth & health of students (ex. nutrition, sleep, prenatal exposure to drugs, abuse) and 
knows that students’ physical growth and health impact their development in other domains. 
e. Describe how brain research impacts current knowledge of growth and development. f. Analyze ways in which factors in the home 
and community (e.g. Parent expectations, availability of community resources, community problems) impact student learning. 
f. Analyze ways in which factors in the home and community (e.g. Parent expectations, availability of community resources, community 
problems) impact student learning. 
g. Understand the lifelong impact of multiple influences and experiences on individual development and on society. 
  
2. Know the typical stages of cognitive, social, physical and emotional development 
 
a. Explain the process of development from conception through birth. 
b. Describe physical, fine and gross motor and perceptual development from conception through adolescence. 
c. Explain cognitive development from conception through adolescence and demonstrate knowledge of developmental changes in 
children’s thinking (i.e., from primarily concrete thinking to the ability to reason and think logically to understand cause and effect, and 
to organize information systematically.). 
d. Describe social and emotional development from birth through adolescence and recognize factors affecting the social and 
emotional development of students (lack of affection and attention, limited opportunity for verbal interactions, changes in family 
structure) and 
knows that students’ social and emotional development impacts their development in other domains. 
e. Describe receptive and expressive language development from birth through adolescence. 
f. Outline literacy development from birth through adolescence. 
g. Recognize signs of developmental delays or impairments in students 
  
3. Discuss theories of development 
 
a. Explain the purpose of child development study and research. 
b. Analyze theoretical approaches, research and theorists. 
c. Describe the interaction of biological and environmental influences on growth and development. 
d. Describe practical applications of theories. 
e. Understand the role of learning theory in the instructional process and uses instructional strategies and appropriate technologies to 
facilitate student learning (i.e. connecting new information and ideas to prior knowledge, making learning meaningful and relevant to 
students) 

Classroom Expectations:  

 
• Please be professional, prompt, prepared, and polite at all times.  
• The professor will adhere to all polices as found in the Student Handbook 
• Cellular phones must be kept on silent during class times. If you are texting I will take your phone away until the break and 

you will return it to me after the break. 
• If you are using a laptop you will be asked to sit in the front of the class. 

 
Student Learning Outcomes: 

 
1. Using (and/or applying) basic terms, facts, principles, and theories from the field of psychology, students will explain (and/or 
demonstrate their understanding of) behavior. 
 
2. Using terminology and elements of the scientific method, students will compare and distinguish between scientific and non-
scientific approaches to the study of child development, as well as evaluate the strength of evidence offered in support of a given 
hypothesis, theory or conclusion.  
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Attendance: 
 
Attendance will be taken each class session.  You will not be penalized for your first 2 absences. 
 
Beginning with your 3rd absence and any absence after this one, you will lose 3 points for each class missed.  
 
Exceptions may be made for medical emergencies and related issues – at the instructor’s discretion.   
 
You must arrive to class on time.  If you are more than 15 minutes late you will lose one point. 
 
Cell Phone and Lap Top Policy 
 
Cell phones will be off or on vibrate during all class sessions to avoid distractions.  Students should refrain from making or taking non-
critical personal or business cell phone calls during class sessions.  If a phone call must be taken, the student will exit the classroom.   
 
If you are caught texting during class, I will take away your phone and return it to you at the end of class.  You will also lose 5 points. 
 
Laptop use during class is limited to taking notes related to the lecture or class discussions and/or researching material directly 
requested by the instructor.  Students will not use their laptops to surf the web, play games, read or generate personal or business 
email during class time.  If you wish to use your lap top to follow the powerpoint slides, you must sit in the front row.  If you are 
observed viewing anything other than the slides for the course, you will be asked to put your lap top away and you will lose 5 points.  
 
Course Requirements and Expectations: 
 
Students must attend class and offer meaningful contributions during class discussions.  I expect you to actively engage yourself with 
the material and class discussions each class.   To earn your participation points, you must demonstrate critical thinking—ask the right 
questions that help us deepen our understanding of content and when necessary provide evidence to substantiate an assertion you 
articulate. 
 
Learning Implication Papers 
 
You will have 4 Learning Implication papers to write and submit to me. These papers will be handwritten at the end of class and you 
will be asked to comment on what important concept you learned in class that day—and why it is important.   
  

 
Course Schedule: 

 
Tuesday  2-20-18  Introductions and Review of Syllabus, course expectations 
 
    Introduction to Critical Thinking, asking the right questions, habits of the mind 
   
    Read and be prepared to discuss Ch. 1: Understanding Development: Why and How We Study 
    Children and Adolescents 
 
Thursday 2-22-18  Read and be prepared to discuss Ch. 1  
 
    Learning Implication #1 Due: Written at end of class and submitted 

 
Tuesday  2-27-18  Read and be prepared to discuss Ch. 2: Theories of Development 
 
Thursday 3-1-18  Read and be prepared to discuss Ch. 2 
 
    Quiz #1 
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Tuesday  3-6-18  Read and be prepared to discuss Ch. 3: How We Study Development 
       
Thursday 3-8-18  Read and be prepared to discuss Ch. 3 
     
Tuesday  3-13-18  Read and be prepared to discuss Ch. 4: How Children Develop: Nature Through Nurture 
     
Thursday 3-15-18  Read and be prepared to discuss Ch. 4 
 
Tuesday  3-20-18  Read and be prepared to discuss Ch. 5: Prenatal Development: the Newborn and the 
    Transition to Parenthood 
 
    Quiz #2 
 
Thursday 3-22-18  Read and be prepared to discuss Ch. 5 
 
    Learning Implication #2 due – written at end of class and submitted 
 
Tuesday  3-27-18  Read and be prepard to discuss Ch. 6: Physical Development: The Brain and the Body 
     
Thursday 3-29-17  Read and be prepared to discuss Ch. 6 
 
    Quiz #3 
 
Tuesday  4-3-18  Read and be prepared to discuss Ch. 7: Theories of Cognitive Development 
 
Thursday 4-5-18  Read and be prepared to discuss Ch. 7 

     
Tuesday  4-10-18  Read and be prepared  be prepared to discuss Ch. 8: Intelligence & Academic 
    Achievement 
     
Thursday 4-12-18  Read and be prepared to discuss Ch. 8 
 
    Midterm 
 
 

APRIL 16TH TO THE 19TH ---  SPRING BREAK – NO CLASSES ALL WEEK 
 
 
Tuesday  4-24-18  Read and be prepared to discuss Ch. 9: Language Development 
 
    Quiz #4 
 
Thursday 4-26-18  Read and be prepared to discuss Ch. 9 
 
    Learning Implication #3 due – written at end of class and submitted 
 
Tuesday  5-1-18  Read and be prepared to discuss Ch. 10: Emotional Development & Attachment 
 
Thursday 5-3-18  Read and be prepared to discuss Ch. 10 
 
Tuesday  5-8-18  Read and be prepared to discuss Ch. 11: Identity: The Self, Gender & Moral Development 
 
    Quiz #5 
 
Thursday 5-10-18  Read and be prepared to discuss Ch. 11 
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Tuesday  5-15-18  Read and be prepared to discuss Ch. 12: Social Development: Social Cognition and 
    Peer Relationships 
     
Thursday 5-17-18  Read and be prepared to discuss Ch.12 
 
Tuesday  5-22-18  Read and be prepared to discuss Ch. 13: Families  
 
    Learning Implication #4 Due: Written at end of class and submitted 
 
Thursday 5-24-18  Read and be prepared to discuss Ch. 13 
 
    Quiz #6 
 
Tuesday  5-29-18  Read and be prepared to discuss Ch. 14: Activities, Media & the Natural World 
 
Thursday 5-31-18  Read and be prepared to discuss Ch. 14 
 
Tuesday  6-5-18  Read and be prepared to discuss Ch. 15: Health, Well-Being & Resilience 
 
Thursday 6-7-18  Summing Up Learning 
 
  June 12 – 18    Finals Week 
 
 

    
 

EXTRA CREDIT 
 

Extra credit assignments are available, each one is worth up to six (6) points and includes the following 
 

1) You can present four (4) powerpoint slides that you create about any topic I will be presenting.  
 

 Course Evaluation: 
 
Attendance and Participation – 1 point max. each class x 32 classes = 32 points   
Learning Implication Papers:  4 of these papers each worth 12 points =  48 points 
Quizzes:  A total of 6 quizzes – each worth 20 points for total of =  120 points 
Midterm =  50  points 
Final =  50 points 
      Total = 300 points 
              
Total Points for Course = 300 
 
A = 90%  270 - 300 
B = 80%  240 - 269 
C = 70%  210 - 239       
D = 60%  180 - 209                
F = 50%  Below 180       
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